Joyful Noise Childcare Addendum-
New Regulations for the COVID-19 Virus
As of August 10, 2020, the following procedures will be required until the Office of Childcare has deemed it is safe to change:

Household numbers: 
· In-home providers are limited to a group no larger than 15 including household residents. (Having a family of 5 I am permitted to have 10 additional people in my home a day, this count will add any therapists or additional helpers and extended family that I have in my home as well)

Arrival Procedures:
· Arrivals and departures must be quick and staggered. No more than 1 family is permitted on the porch at any given time. (Please wait in the play yard until the family ahead of yours is checked in)
· Social distancing is always to be adhered to
· Parents and providers must wear masks at arrival and pick up times
· Upon arrival parent will approach the sign in/out station and use hand sanitizer
· With the Parent-Provided thermometer, parent is to take child’s/children’s temperature and show display to provider, so provider may record temperature.
· All jackets and shoes must be kept outdoors in the child’s cubby.
· Parents are asked not to enter the home
· Nothing but your child may enter the home, please do not bring toys from home.

· Hand sanitizer must be kept out of reach of children
· Parent must complete daily questionnaire for COVID19 symptoms:
· Has Child had a temperature of 100.4 or greater in the last 14 days?
· Has your child or anyone in your household had contact with anyone known to have COVID19 or who has symptoms of COVID19?
· Has your child or anyone in the household had any of the following symptoms:
· Sore Throat
· Nasal Congestion
· New or Worsening cough
· Shortness of breath
· Fatigue/Malaise
· Headache
· Body Aches
· Nausea
· Vomiting
· Diarrhea
· Loss of taste or smell
· Fever
· Once temperature has been taken, health has been assessed, the questionnaire has been completed, the child will used hand sanitizer, or he/she may enter the home and wash hands prior to playing.


Cleaning/Disinfecting:
· Cleaning supplies and disinfectants must be available and accessible to providers at all times while being kept out of reach of children
· Learning materials and toys will be sanitized throughout the day  
· Routinely clean, sanitize, and disinfect ALL touchable surfaces (tables, baby gates, door knobs, light switches, refrigerator door handles etc. 
· Cleaning and disinfecting products may not be used near the children

Meal/Food Prep:
· Social distancing must be adhered to a s much as possible while eating all meals and snacks. 
· Younger children will eat in the playroom, separated from school age children. School age children will eat spread out in the dining room and living room at tables maintaining as much social distancing as possible.
· Masks may be removed to eat

Bedding:
· No bedding will be shared
· Bedding will be washed weekly unless touched by secretion/excretion
· Bedding must be store separately in a bag
Diapering:
· Follow COMAR regulations already in place



Masks:
· Masks must be worn by provider and parent for arrival and pick up procedure outdoors
· Anyone over 5 years of age is asked to wear masks while in the childcare area/room
· It is not recommended for children under the age of 2 to wear masks due to dangers of suffocation  
· It is recommended that a child 3 and older should wear a mask indoors- some under 5 may not be developmentally capable. Parents and Provider may discuss if child is not able to wear a mask without discomfort and touching the mask. Parents may supply a note stating they feel it is in the child’s best interest to have the child not wear a mask. 
· No masks are to be worn while napping.
· If child shows discomfort, they may remove their mask
· If child or provider touches mask, they must immediately wash their hands or use a hand sanitizer
· Parents must clearly mark each mask with child’s name and clearly mark designated side facing outward
· Parents will need to provide at least two masks at all time in a plastic bag, while the child is in childcare or provide a letter stating that we discussed child wearing a mask and decided child is not old enough to wear without frequent touching and taking it off . 





Temperature Taking:
· Parent must take initial temperature upon arrival in providers presence. 
· Provider must record temperature.
· If a parent does not have their own thermometer, providers thermometer may be used to take a child’s temperature. 
· The following procedure must be used: Sanitize hands, take temperature, show provider thermometer display, and sanitize hands and thermometer. 
· A fever is considered 100.4 or greater

Illness, absenteeism, childcare closure:
· A child and his/her siblings may NOT attend childcare if he /she shows two or more  symptoms of COVID19 (Sore Throat, Nasal Congestion, New or Worsening cough, Shortness of breath, Fatigue/Malaise, Headache, Body Aches, Nausea, Vomiting, Diarrhea, Loss of taste or smell, or fever.)
· A child and his/her siblings may NOT attend childcare if any household members have any symptoms of COVID-19.
· A child and his/her siblings may NOT attend childcare, if they or their parents have been in contact with anyone known to have COVID-19. That child must stay in quarantine for 14 days symptom free before returning to daycare.
· A child/ren and his/her siblings may NOT attend childcare if a household member has COVID19. Once the household member recovers, the child and his/her sibling must also stay in a quarantine for 14 days symptom free before returning to daycare
· If a child is absent due to having any two of the symptoms and has been in care within the last 24 hours, he/she may not return until the MD Dept. of Health has given them clearance and are symptom-free for 72 hours or a doctor’s note is provided with an alternative diagnosis. 
· If any child shows symptoms of COVID-19 while in care, ALL parents must be called for immediate pick up. Provider is required to contact licensing and the local Health Department to be instructed as to procedures that must be followed. Providers are required to close of a minimum of two days to clean and sanitize, possibly longer depending on the situation and the recommendation from the Board of Health.
· Payment will be required during shut down if the childcare program is required to close to due to a possible COVID-19 illness. (Parents are paying for your child’s spot not their time in childcare.)
· If any child test positive for COVID-19, the childcare provider must shut down for a minimum of 14 days and quarantine all members of her household. The provider must also deep clean all areas used by children. ALL PARENTS and children attending the daycare MUST also quarantine all members in their household for 14 days.
· If any child is ill with ANY symptoms (not just COVID19), the child and siblings may not return to care until he/she are symptom free for 48 hours. 






Out-Of-state Vacation and outings:
· If you must travel out-of-state or your family plan to take an out-of-state vacation (on an airplane or a cruise), Please consider where you are visiting. If you will be visiting a hot spot please quarantine your child for 14 days prior to returning to daycare. Payment will still be due. 
· Please limit your child’s outings as the COVID19 virus is very real and does impact all of the families that attend my care. Please do not take your child shopping, to the mall, or other crowded areas. The safest place for your child is to be at home, limiting their exposure. 
· Remember by exposing your child to other people, you are also exposing us at daycare as well. So please be mindful and conservative with your time out of the house. 
· Daycare is to be used for essential purposes only. If you are not working, your child should be at home with you. Please limit your use of childcare to 8 ½ -9 hours a day. If you are off, your child should be home with you. Until this pandemic is truly over, we must all work together to try to remain COVID19 free. 





· Because of all these additional regulations and requirements, I am working longer hours cleaning to keep your child safe. This will continue until MDSE/OCC changes the COVID Mandate guidelines. 
· Please remember it is my job to keep your child safe as well as the other children in my care, so I will be taking these guidelines VERY SERIOUSLY. 


I _________________________________acknowledge that I have read and understand the new guidelines and requirements of the added addendum. I agree to follow these guidelines as stated above. Failure to follow these guidelines can result in immediate termination. 

Signature

Date



